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stitious divination. Alas! there is no response; the
oracles are dumb : what we do get is uncertain, rambling,
and of manifold interpretation. From.the wisdom of
the ancients he turns, by PantagmeTs directions, to the
wisdom of the moderns, and consults the theologian,
the physician, and the lawyer.
" Therefore," said Pantagruel," on the next ensuing Sunday
let us have for our divine the godly father Hippothadeus, for
physician our honest Master KondiMlis, and for legist our
friend Bridlegoose. Nor will it be amiss if we enter upon the
Pythagorean tetrade, and for a fourth that we have our faith-
ful philosopher Trouillogan, seeing tliat only the perfect
philosopher, and such a philosopher as is Trouillogan, is able
to answer positively on all doubts which may be proposed
to Mm. Carpalim, give orders that we may have all four to
dinner on Sunday next."
The theologian is first invited to give an opinion.
The future, however, which he holds forth is clogged
with the conditional if. He will be happy in his
marriage if he marry a good and honourable wife, if he
comport himself as a good husband should, and if both
husband and wife stand perpetually in awe of the divine
commandments.1 Panurge takes no comfort from this
modified assurance of happiness, and turns to the doctor,
Eoudibilis.
The learned physician, in whose name and grave dis-
course we may permit ourselves to recognise one Guillaume
Eondelet, an eminent physician of Montpellier, advises
Panurge to divert his thoughts from the contemplation
of marriage by the five methods recommended in ancient
1 Those who love literary parallels may compare Desperiers on the
efficacy of prayer in the ' Cymbalum Mundi.'